TSKF Northern Rivers Competition 2009

Northern Rivers TSKF has had an exciting year and was happy sharing their annual end of year competition with other TSKF competitors and Dojo Heads from far and wide. 

 Northern Rivers has continued growing with the recent addition of Bangalow classes (Sensei Tim Potter) along side Lismore, Lennox Head and Kyogle.
Overall leadership lies with Sensei Ian (Harry) Harris. Could Harry have known 30 years ago he would see his 129Th successful shodan grading this year, as well as two sandans (Tim Potter and Ben Skennar) and two more nidans (Thomas Ross and Don Currey)?  Collectively this impressive team put together our 25th annual competition on October 31. 
With about 60 competitors, the day was enjoyed by young and old, novice and advanced, and quite a few young students really shined beyond what they may have thought they could achieve. Parents were excited, sometimes apprehensive, but with good teachers all round, no injuries were in sight. Harry was greatly impressed by the standard of all students.
Recent training in Japan with Takahashi Shihan showed itself with Kyogle student Jason Dixon confidently taking first place in his kumite division. Well done Jason. And Mum Kerrie survived watching form the court-side.
We were all pleased to see the travellers form afar, and thank you all for making our competition all the more memorable and successful. Special thanks to our chairman Sensei John (and Deb) from 6 hours drive to the north, Sensei Mark Ellis from 8 hours south (Coolah), Sensei Charlie from Rockhampton and Sensei Alex and Rhonda from Bundaberg, sensei’s and students from Jimboomba (Sensei Shane), Lang Park (Sensei Steve), and Logan Village (Sensei Joe).  Many of you helped with judging and table work which made the day run smoothly and at the same time gave Deb Russo lots of interesting photo opportunities. For sharing those with us, thanks Deb. 
The photo below (one of Deb’s) tells it all with George Winkler (Lennox Head) and Zijuan Elsol (Lismore) embracing the spirit of not only competition, but traditional Shotokan karate.

[image: image1.jpg]



From all at Northern Rivers

Oss Ian Harris

